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AS THE IMPERIALIST WAR DRAGS 
ON IT IS TIME FOR THE SCATTERED 


TO REDOUBLE THEIR EFFORTS FOR 
THE TASK OF PREPARING TO MEET 
SOCIAL COLLAPSE WITH THE REVOLU¬ 
TIONARY MESSAGE TO THE WORKERS: 
NO COMPROMISE WITH THE FORCES 
OF REFORMISM OR REACTION. 
ORGANISATION FOR THE SOCIAL 
REVOLUTION. 


(From Anarchist Federation 
Aims & Principles Leaflet) 
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ALLIES FIGHT FOR OLU Oil l> EH IN 


SINCE THE GERMAN ARMIES 
lr»st the initiative in the war and were 
placed on the defensive, the events in 
Europe have been increasingly disillu¬ 
sioning to those who saw the conflict 
as one between progressive and re¬ 
actionary forces. Ever since t bey- 
gained the initiative the Allied High 
Command have had repeated opportu¬ 
nities of acting in a way which might 
feed the hopes of those who support 
the war on anti-Fascist grounds. ^ et 
on every occasion, so far from acting 
on these opportunities, they have 
shown themselves to be the mainstay 


(By a French Correspondent) 

T HE insurrection which has opened 
Paris to the Allies has not terminated 
its task. The enthusiasm of the first day's 
of victory* has by now- been dissipated and 
the forces which used to make up the Re¬ 
sistance Movement are dividing themselves 
in the face of the problems created by the 
new situation. 

The moq striking thing in France to-day 
is the deep separation between the new 
governmental institutions and the people. 
The Government promulgates decrees, con- 
centi^es in its hand* ifae legislative and 
ezecj^c power until Parliament will meet 
again ax an uncertain date. On the other 
hand, over the whole country, the popula¬ 
tion o: the towns, of The isolated communes, 
act independently having grown accustomed 
to use their own initiative and rak p an active 
pan in political events. 

Freedom of the Press 

The clashe-: between the Government and 
the peop . have been caused by the question of 
the of the F F.L and the question of the 

freedom of the Prevt. The question of the 
Prr*: wa* quickly solved, the Government 
realised iu decree* *ere completely dure- 

ga/'icd and dropped them. But the mop. impor¬ 
tant measure wai the (hwrmameni of the civilian 
popubuxm, and iu raccs-pc/raix/ri Into regabr 
urnif. The milxunwnon of a lew F.F.I. de¬ 
tachment’ and their partiapauon in the war 
against Germany ha*, been portrayed as an 
ackncr* kdgement erf the ngfau erf the Resinance 
but were, w the contrary, a victory for the 
Government which succeeded, in that way, in 
liquidating irregular troopt whole spirit of in¬ 
dependence wan suspect That » a repetition of 
what happened m Spain during the crriJ war 
when the worker*’ militia was put under the 
control of the Government. 

Sca everyone ha* given up arm* in France 
particularly m the w^jrting das* distnctt erf Pari* 
and the prcr/inaal u/wr» In the South J 00/KX) 
Spaniard* figbi with the Maquu. They- are 
veteran* <rf the Spanish revolution and don’t 
intend to give up the struggle xww that de 
Gaulle is in power. There are alto some F.F.I. 
group* who continue to recruit adherent*. 

IHsamiin^ the Militia* 

The ervofha between the legal power and the 
mslizia* ha* reached its dunax *mb the project 
of disarmament erf the ‘'patriotic miJutiai". 'Jhe 
rrchuat are repreaemed by the C.NJt. 'National 
O-enmtice erf Resistance,, largely influenced by 
the Cz/mmumv Parry which trkt to preserve the 
principle of armed affinal while at the tame 
time tnes to weajterj iu character by reducing 
the mslrtiit to the role 'A apoiict force. 'He 
C V fL and the CamnEinatti Party are in a diffi¬ 
cult voankm, dmded between their loyalty to 
the G o v e r n ment *ftd the pressure exerted upon 
them by the nnbtanu of the Ke«stance who 
understand dearly that they toun remain armed 
if thry axe u> bring about the great aoual 
changes wiutib axe inherent to their struggle 
Tne cwhuax, cAsmg to ifceir character, could 
bteeme the nesu of rrvoluzjonary agnation. But 
first erf all the political sifting out lxmde ihr 
nxktiaj must be crxnpkted The group* which 
adhere so authornana/j programmer* should join 
the Rjgr>’. Vmg parties. The other atcuunt erf 
the ? J?X ;f they preserve ihcir character, largely 
poppjJar and desnocrauc, could become lmpor- 
f*«r centres for xrvoliiuonary miliunts. 

The Vxaafcau, but abtrrr alJ the CoroiminJiu, 
art at prevent rxerung the grtaiett influena on 
the Resistance Moveanenr^ but the Communistt 
wifi vmMkm their influence only a* long at they 
Jkmpptrfrw the people who have fought 
It, ferjag ab-yu* a change ir> French Social order. 


Are you doing your 
bit for tbo 
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of reaction. 

Such behaviour comes as no sur¬ 
prise to us. Before the war, and from 
its start, we have frequently- reiterated 
what should be a self-evident truth: 
that Governments represent ruling 
class interests only, and can therefore 
only behove in a reactionary- direction. 
Ruling classes everywhere have a 
record of friendliness with, or appease¬ 
ment of. Fascist administrations. War 
Commentary sow from the outset that 
the leopards do not change their spots, 
and has proclaimed the fact in and out 
of season since. 


The ruling class is seriously weakened and divi¬ 
ded and the executions and arrests of great 
personalities has destroyed the little respect there 
was for the State. The people feel that they 
can obtain what they want through their own 
initiative once they see clearly what they want. 

Getting Ready for War Again 

General de Gaulle gave, a short time ago, a 
very frank expose of the situation in France 
after its liberation. It appears that the occu¬ 
pation has been less costly than the war carried 
out on French soil by the Allies. Important 
town* and harbours, roads and bridges have 
been destroyed and thousands of people have 
been killed by Allied bombing. Peasants have 
lost their herds, their crops have been destroyed 
and de Gaulle points out bitterly; “The Allies 
don’t fight to liberate us or to provision our 


towns, they fight for their personal interests”. 

The riiuauoo in France is a difficult one, said 
de Gaulle. Agricultural machinery is worn out, 
almost useless, most factories need to be re¬ 
equipped, Transport will not be put in order 
for months and at a result the feeding of the 
duet will suffer. The reconstruction of destroy¬ 
ed town* appears to be a formidable task which 
wjIJ require a great quantity of man power. The 
General concludes that France must take part in 
the war effort, mud be represented on all fronts, 
mutt mobilise iu industry in order to satisfy the 
needi of the Allies; the merchant marine, must, 
as alJ other meam of transport be primarily used 
to carry war material. 

Bearing this in mind the nationalisation of 
key industries does not appear as a revolutionary 
measure but as a step which wiJJ help the im¬ 
perialist policy of the French Government- All 
political parues arc in complete agreement with 
this policy. The Communists demand posts for 
their leader* Duclot, TTiorcz and Ca chin in the 
Consultative Assembly and sum up their pro¬ 
gramme by these words: “Make war and work". 

From slJ this it appears that the Government 
and political parties aim at re-establishing the 
authority of the .State and participating ae much 
at possible m the war. As far as the vital needs 
of the population arc concerned, food, clothes, 
fuel, eve., they are almost entirely neglected 
Furthermore mobilisation orders have been issued 
and the country will suffer as it has never suf¬ 
fered before 

The social policy of the Vichy government 
winch squeezed alJ the resources out of the 
country in order to feed the German war 
machine and the polity of the de Gaulle govern¬ 
ment are fundamentally the same. Both serve 
the same interests, the same bankers, the same 
industrialists; both accept the same principle of 
exploitation of the workers. Nationalisation 
merely represent i a greater concentration of 
capita list economy. Functioning under the con¬ 
trol of the State it tan exploit the workers even 
more rulhkuly than private capitalism. 

Some oomruckt have thought, after the Fans 
insurrection, that the workers had missed their 
opportunity. Those comrades think by histori- 


ELROI’E 

The recent events in Europe strik¬ 
ingly hear out the Anarchist view of 
the war. It was not we who acclaim¬ 
ed Churchill os o progressive, deter¬ 
mined anti-Fascist. Rather sourly (as 
our critics thought) ivc harped on his 
past record of friendliness with Mus¬ 
solini, admiration for Hitler, and 
hatred for revolutionary’ workers, 
whether in Russia in 1918 to 1921, 
or in this country* in 1926. And 
Churchill merely reflected the attitude 
of the ruling class of the British Em¬ 
pire. Their attitude in Manchukuo 
in 1931, in Abyssinia in 1935, in 
Spain in 1936, remained unchanged in 
Italy in 1943, and in France, Belgium, 
and Greece at the present moment. 
Elsewhere in this issue the events in 
Europe are reported. It is important 
that the significance of their general 
trend be fully appreciated. 

In Italy, in France, in Greece, and 
in Belgium, the path of the Allied 
Armies has been made smooth by the 
spontaneous activity of resistance 
movements. These groups have shown 
the truth of the Anarchist contention 
that the way to freedom lies through 
insurrectionary movements against the 
ruling power. The truth of this is 
certainly recognized by the Allied 


cal analogies. In my opinion the German de¬ 
feat was so rapid that the uprising did not have 
lime to take a revolutionary character and to 
transform itself in another commune. The cities 
abandoned by the Germans have been imme¬ 
diately occupied by the Allies’ military forces. 
A new administration prepared in advance has 
taken the place of the Vichy government. 'The 
masses had not had time to test their political 
leaders and to organise themselves. 

The march towards insurrection continues. 
The political division is now taking place. The 
Government, the right wing parties, the parties 
of the Resistance, the Communists and the 
Socialists are all engaging themselves on a road 
which separates them from the masses. The 
workers, the peasants, the small employers have 
to find a solution quickly, or they may not be 
able to survive. It is imperative for them to 
put an end to the parasitism of the Government 
and the destruction of the war. 

The workers in June 1936 organised stay-in 
strikes extremely efficiently. To-day those work¬ 
ers are well-trained in the technique of dvil 
war and underground struggle. To the policy 
of nationalisation the workers could answer with 
the formation of factory committees which would 
control production and produce goods needed 
for the people and not for the war machine. 

If these steps were taken they would lead in¬ 
evitably to insurrection, but this perspective is 
the only possible one if class-consciousness 
reaches its logical conclusion. The workers must, 
above all things, distinguish sharply between 
their own struggle and that of the imperialist 
war For this reason ihcrc can be only one 
foreign policy for the French working-class: to 
refuse to let itself be mobilised and to kill or 
be killed in the struggle against Germany. Its 
foreign policy is the fraternisation with the Gcr- 
mag working class and this fraternisation has 
already manifested itself during the Paris in¬ 
surrection. 

The best “prestige" France could gel would be 
to give the signal of revolt to the oppressed 
classes against their masters, against the State 
and to give back their freedom to the colonial 
people in the “Empire”, 


leaders. Now that the Nazi adminis¬ 
trations have been overthrown mainly 
by these insurrectionary movements, 
the Allies are anxious to secure to 
themselves or their puppets, de Gaulle, 
Pierlot, Papandrcou and the rest, 
the effective reins of power. Their 
first move therefore has been to try 
and deprive the resistance movements 
of their arms lest they should them¬ 
selves be overthrown. Moreover, since 
the economic stability (in a class 
sense) of “liberated” territories de¬ 
pends on the owners of Industry', they 
have also supported them and pro¬ 
tected their interests and property. 
And they have done this regardless of 
whether the employers have collabora¬ 
ted with the German forces of occupa¬ 
tion. Of course, most the them have 
collaborated; the Nazis needed them in 
order to keep the workers in subjec¬ 
tion; and they needed the Nazi gov¬ 
ernment, just as they now need the 
Allied governments, in order to main- 


With the end of the war in sight, however, 
the question of demobilization arises. But the 
Ministry of Labour Barons and the Industrial¬ 
ists are unwilling to see the workers selling their 
labour to the highest bidder, and arc stalling. 
This is the moment chosen by the Canadian 
Government to extend conscription; and even 
in America, which has not adopted an Essential 
Works Order, the government is discussing 
peacetime conscription, Roosevelt and his hier¬ 
archy, the election behind them, point out how 
"healthy" this would be. The British Labour 
Party openly praises the principle of industrial 
conscription, and its own man, Ernest Bevin, 
the wartime gauleiter of labour, must have had 
a main part in preparing the Government’s 
White Paper on the “Re-Allocation of Man- 
Power". 


GREECE 

“We shall not hesitate to use the 
considerable British Army now in 
Greece, and being reinforced, to see 
that law and order are maintained.” 

—CHURCHILL. 

After four year* the “liberation” of Greece 
hu* begun. Not much time for celebrations is 
allowed the Greeks, before the iron heel of 
the new conquerors stamps down resistance 
as the former conquerors had done before 
them. 

On Sunday 3rd December the Greek Gov¬ 
ernment poliee fired on thousands of unarmed 
demonstrators, wounding and killing. British 
tanks patrolled tlic streets to keep order, and 
R.A.F. Spitfires and bombers flew over Athens 
in “demonstration flights". It is only too 
evident what they were demonstrating. 

General Scobie, G.O.C. in Greece, pro¬ 
claimed martial law in Athens and the 
Piraeus. He declared: 

“I reiterate that with the vast majority 
of Greeks I stand firmly behind the Consti¬ 
tutional Government and shall aid them to 
the limit of my rccourccs and until the 
Greek State can be established with lawful 
armed force behind it and free elections 
cun he held". 

lie hacks tlic monarchist semi-fascist gov¬ 
ernment of George of the Hellenes and Pnpun- 
dreou, and intends to restore it by “lawful 
urmed force’*. “Unlawful armed force** is 
ulways, of course, what the other side uses. 
We must remember that the pre-Hitler Greek 
State was a dictatorship since the “Constitu¬ 
tional Government” ruled autocratically and 
did not permit even the pretence of “free 
elections**. Hence the fine phrase of standing 
‘•firmly behind the Constitutional Govern¬ 
ment’* simply means to force a dictatorship 
upon the Greeks who have for *o long fought 
against the Nazi dictatorship. 


tain their positions of power and 
privilege. 

The Italians do not want Bonomi, 
and did not want Badogfio or l mber- 
to. The French Maquis bitterly re¬ 
sented de Gaulle's disarmament de¬ 
cree. Th Greeks have many time ex¬ 
pressed their views about the Greek 
puppet government. The riots and 
demonstrations in Brussels und else¬ 
where in Belgium !ca\e no doubt as to 
the attitude of the Belgian workers 
towards Pierlot. Yet all these un¬ 
wanted rulers owe their continued ex¬ 
istence in power to the support given 
to them by Allied arms. None the 
less, the phenomenon is not new. The 
German people did not want Hitler, 
yet his regime was assisted und main¬ 
tained by financiers and politicians 
who are now vociferously (though not 
very convincingly) in the 'Anti-fascist' 
camp. Franco was unequivocally re¬ 
jected by the Spanish people; yet 
Franco is only able to hang on in Spain 


The White Paper stows clearly that wc have 
been trapped by the tnieves of freedom. They 
are not talking about Demobilization —which 
means coming out altogether—but of Re-Allo¬ 
cation, which means being directed from one 
military or industrial job to another. Already 
the insurance schemes provide the thin edge of 
the wedge for industrial conscription in peace¬ 
time; the youth organizations provide the open¬ 
ing for peacetime military conscription. 

Some politicians, for vote-catching purposes, 
try to attach some “idealistic” meaning to all 
this, but the fact remains that we were promised 
a better world after the war, and all that remains 
of it in small change is the promise of a few 
more shillings on the dole for a shorter period. 
Wc were told to defend freedom and now find 
conscription, which is clearly the opposite of 
freedom. As Churchill himself said, “We now 
no longer presume that there will be no more 
war.” When the country was in danger, all 
from the highest downwards made the most ful¬ 
some promises; now it is rescued, “the war has 
lost its ideological character”. 

Individual Resistance to 
Conscription 

When Bevin came into power the entire press, 
from right to left, loudly acclaimed his “aggres¬ 
sively working class ways.” Other dictators have 
insisted on their “proletarian origins” (even the 
Ministry of Information could scarcely do this 
for Churchill, however!), and we spared nothing 
in Bcvin’s case. But since that time, Bevin has 
created a vast bureaucracy for the purposes of 
telling people what to do. It is not true that 
the individual can do nothing against all this 
conscriptionist machinery. The objector who 
simply falls into line with the rest does indeed 
achieve nothing; and the Central Board for 
Conscientious Objectors in its pamphlet “The 
C.O. and the Future” has no vision beyond fol¬ 
lowing the leadership in its proposals for C.O. 
demobilization. It is fortunate indeed that a 
former generation fought hard for such con¬ 
cessions as C.O.’s have, for many would now 
follow the passive line. 

(Continued on p. 4, col. 3) 


FREEDOM PRESS LECTURES 


SUNDAY MEETINGS 

Commencing at 6.45 p.m. 

to be held at the 
HOLBORN HALL 
(Second floor, Room 4) 

Gray* Inn Road, London 
(Buses 38, 19: Trolley 555, 581, 613. 621, 
Tube: Holborn, Chancery Lane) 

10th Dec. Ron Avery 

AN ANARCHIST APPROACH 
TO EDUCATION 

17th Dec. Jack Wade 

CRIME AND PUNISHMENT 


The F rench Struggle 
Goes on 



The Keulloeation 

Plan Examined 

.A 

A NARLH15 i 5 have always opposed power being placed in the hands of a body 
of men, however allegedly disinterested, and the enormous powers that have been 
placed in war-time in the hands of indisputably self-centred vested interests and bureau¬ 
cratic politicians, can only strengthen the Anarchist determination to oppose all forms of 
government. The fatal attraction of playing with human beings like children with toy 
soldiers, is by no means confined to Prussian Junkers. The war has given power to 
bureaucracy more than was ever dreamed of by home-grown fascists who always expected 
resistance to their aim of total rule. Save for an isolated handful, the Ministry of Labour 
has had no determined resistance. So many have followed the paths dictated for them 
that the task of the conscriptionists has been simple. Hence total conscription, for war¬ 
time. 
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been use J K " ' N supported by Churchill 
untl ihe interests Churchill represents. 

1 he Allied Government support 
reaction oti the Continent, just «s they 
have alsyuys supported it. Their 
actions Rive the lie to the hi|!li sound- 
,n ^ slogans of the curly years of the 
' Vl,r —the war for freedom, the 
people's war. t(m | the rest. IVar 
f omnientary came into existence to 
point out the course which the war 
was hound to take. The present 
position is not fortuitous: it was in¬ 
evitable, for Government is an instru¬ 
ment of reaction, and cannot act 
otherwise than in a reactionary man¬ 
ner. 

But II ar ('ommvntnry in its first 
number, more than five years ago, 
also pointed the way whereby the war 
could be ended, and Fascism and re¬ 
action wiped away for ever. Anar¬ 
chists held then, and hold now, that 
the unti-Fuscist struggle must be a 
revolutionary struggle. The over¬ 
throw of existing property relations, 
and the destruction of the monopoly of 
power in the hands of the State will 
bring the war rapidly to an end. 
Beginning in one country, the social 
revolution will quickly spread all over 
F.uropc, perhaps all over the world. 

At the present moment in Europe 
the Social Revolution is a possibility. 
The Resistance movements are not 
however aninuited by any clear inten¬ 
tions us regards property relations. 
Moreover, the most vocal sections in 
them are devoted to the reaction. 
Communists and other political group¬ 
ings within the movement of the work¬ 
ers constantly urge collaboration with 
the government even when they appear 
to be in opposition. They have sup¬ 
ported the principle of disarming the 
militias, limiting their opposition to 
technicalities. 

Despite this the situation is a criti¬ 
cal one. Beeuuse of the part they 
have played in the underground resis¬ 
tance. large sections of the workers 
possess arms. And the disarming 
which has gone on with the aid of 
Allied soldiers has been far from com¬ 
plete even according to reformist 
sources. An armed population is diffi¬ 
cult for a government lo coerce. And 
with arms in their hands workers arc- 
less respectful of the “rights” of 
property. Moreover, the food situa¬ 
tion is one which mokes the popula¬ 
tions very impatient of the private con¬ 
trol of economy. On the other hand, 
governments have learned to use food 
supplies as u means of coercion. 
(German civilians are not forced to 
work for the Allied Occupation 
Forces: but they arc not given ration 
cards if they don’t). The important 
fact about the situation is that, faced 
with an armed population the govern¬ 
ment# an weak, even though they are 
hacked by the Allied Armies. 

In such circumstances, if the work¬ 
ers 11 toll the initiative: if they disre¬ 
garded the politicians and took over 
the factories, mines, transpon and 
farms; they would have put their hand 
to the centrul problem of food supply 
and economy- It is true that they 
would instantly provoke open opposi¬ 
tion from the Allied Governments; 
they would have lo be prepared for 
intervention. Hut British und Ameri¬ 
can soldiers are, like them, workers. 
They huic Fascism, and ure increas¬ 
ingly disgusted by the role their re¬ 
actionary rulers ask them to play. 
Direct revolutionary action will win 
their sympathy fur more effectively 
than timid half measures. 

Delay always favours the ruling 
class; every day they are perfecting 
their counter-revolutionary prepara¬ 
tions. strengthening their feeble pup¬ 
pets. Ihe working class should occu¬ 
py the means of production und there- 
by secure to themselves the means of 
life while they yet have arms in their 
hands. Soon it may he loo late. The 
ruling classes in F.urope are scared, 
nnd will therefore be ruthless. If 
they succeed, with Allied help, in re¬ 
establishing their power, they will not 
hesitate to use starvation and the 
nvosi hruial instrunic-ills of oppression 
to secure themselves once more. The 
^gns are clear enough. Decisive action 
on tiie economic field provides the only 
hope (or the future of millions of 
working class men. women and chil¬ 
dren throughout l-.uropc — perhaps, 
throughout the world. 


^ deckmbk;r ^ 


Shall we back the L nioiisY 


T up following article is to initiate a discussion on the trade unions and the attitude of the revol**. 
ilrv fo „. llr l (heir present position. Ihe revolutionary is to-day pressed by conflicting advkv 

workers tear up their union cards, curse betrayals or leave the branch meetings near imply: as the 

militants of the trade unions turn in their shop stewards cards m disgust. Some urge us to shepherd 
the workers hack into the unions, others say. “Let the rot go on: the unions arc past savins' ’ 

This article is not the law of the Medcs and Persians, which once spoken not even the king him¬ 
self may alter. It is not the last word on the subject. Readers are invited to send us thc.r contri¬ 
bution to the discussion. All we ask is that they shall remember that conditions vary greatly m many 
parts of the country. Do not generalise freely from one man s experience. seek a view of the 

whole of the country- 


To avoid unfairness to those who cry, ’’Back to the unions,’ 

I will not attempt to state their ease before replying to it. 
Instead I will use a statement of this viewpoint which recently 
appeared in the Trotskyist Socialist Appeal in the form of two 
lengthy articles, entitled "Fight Breakaways in the Unions" and 
headed: 

"An article on the question of the tendency among militants 
in industry to break away from their unions would be very 
helpful at the present time The breakaway is becoming a very 
serious problem for our comrades here m industry. The dis¬ 
illusionment of the workers in the Communist Party has played 
a big part in causing this problem. The Anarchists in one 
factory where we have comrades are supporting the ' breakaway ’.” 

while 'he Trotskyist article is the best apologia of modem 
trade unionism we can find, it is unfortunate that 18 column 
inches of the first article are given to exposing, quite rightlv. 
several recent betrayals by the unions and their general failings. 
Only two-and-a-half column inches plead for the unions. That 
is unfortunate, but little else is possible. Such is the sorry state 
of trade unionism. As to the trade union bureaucracy—and 
that is the effective part of the unions—the Trotskvist article 
says: 

"Over a period of many years these mass organisations, with 
a total membership of 8 millions, with millions of pounds in 
their fundi, have built up a leadership, an officialdom which 
numbers itself in thousands. These officials in the main, repre¬ 
sent a conservative factor at all times, and constitute a real 
bureaucracy in the unions, rending to take up a position inde¬ 
pendent from that of the members of their unions. Most of 
these officials have not worked on ihe job for years. They have 
an assured ncome higher than that of the skilled workers, and 
they have a security in their jobs which no worker ever has. 
• key thus look at problems entirely differently from the way 
the workers do. In peace time, the efforts of the officials are 
directed towards peace in industry, collaboration with the em¬ 
ployers, and a general desire to keep things "quiet". And be¬ 
cause of this in the results of their policy objectively they help 
the bosses to keep down wages and conditions.” 

After admitting that "their policy”—which is the policy of 
the trade unions—is to “keep down wages and conditions", the 
writer thinks we ought to get the workers back into the unions. 

The writer goes on to say that in war-time the trade union 
bureaucracy "becomes even more openly reactionary in fighting 
against its own members’ interests.” He follows this by a 
list of the officers of the trade unions; a list to which I can 
add, but from which I cannot take away. 

"In this war we have seen that all the union Executives, all 
the bureaucrats have agreed to everything that the Government 


« when it comes to declaring a strike um'fficitl amJ 

telling the workers to go back to work the bur ton.-rats art first 
in the held and shouting louder than the Dailv Mail. 

Trade unionism’s pleader then gives a short select! if 
such cases; the Barrow stake. Rolls Roycv stake. Karr 
arc examples not hkclv to encourage anyone to stav in tl* uruon 
Indeed the whole argument of the water l . - 

more likely to get them out than to get them in. Hv goes on 
to state, truthfully I believe, the effect of these trade urns 

actions: , . ._ . . — have 

"The effects of the aawuxes of the 
been seen all over the country . but most f v( ^„ v 

crAer. militant struggles of the workcrs hai c taken p . 
workers have become cynical and disillusioned mine urn.. . 
a result. Many workers have torn up their c ‘ ' ^ket, 
paying dues, because, they say : 'The L men is i . 
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Three New FREEDOM PRESS 

Publications 


9 WORKERS IN STALIN’S Rl SSIA 
M. L. Bemeri 

88 pages la. (post 3d.) 

9 THE EDUCATION OF 

FREE MEN 

Herbert Read 

32 pages 1»- (P°* 1 2d. 1 

9 HOMES OR HOVELS 
George Woodcock 
32 pages 6d. (post Id.) 

Make sure of your copy by ordering enrh 
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union bureaucracy. V 
nutlet ’ Did he warn 

the Communist shop 
at some new bonus s 
armed with trade sink* 
Trade unionism r 
a case if it protected 
truth is that it fights 1 
advances" secured by 


bonus are genera I tv above traJe union standard wtuch is .1) per 
cent. Is there a piece worker, trade unionist or non-twas*** 
who is willing I,' work tor slightly nsore than tune-and-a-sparsfr < 
lime and gro" wiets cwtainlv in ensinevang lactones, 
generally mush higher than trade umssnmorv 

ibnons THAT IS, I HE BARGAINING FOVLfcR OF Tilt 
1 K.UH UNIONS IS l l >> I'HAN IHA1 OF THE 
WORKERS IN THE F.W TORY. EXPRESSED EI THER IN 
UNORGANISED PASSIM KEMM'ANVI OK OH 

UNOFFICIAL STRIKE COMMITTEES 

The worsened condir.om, the sacrifice of age-long workers' 
rights by the trade unions are excused by the pica that it us 

war. It that be the case, why twin a union tv a : Why 

pay a shilling or two shillings a week to sacniuv pour ■’ 
If it is sacrifices you're after all you need is a boss. 

But if you wish to improve vour wage packet cvcn 
prevent it beeonung slimmer you must look, not to e*> inkle 
union organisation, but to independent factory and rob evov- 
mittees. To that subject we shall return m our next issue. 


TOM BROWN. 


Allies Disarm Belgium Workers 


1 people and bouse* 


A LLIED forces will assist the Belgian 
Government in ensuring respect for 
the law and maintenance of order.” 

This military proclamation issued by 
General Erskine, commanding the British 
Army in Belgium is the keynote of the pre¬ 
sent situation in that country. 

The Belgian people are on the verge of 
starvation (U.N.N.R.A.’s activity has been 
conspicuous by its absence). Pierlot’s gov¬ 
ernment has banned all political meetings 
and reinforced the power of the police. The 
Resistance Movement, without whose aid 
the rapid Allied advance through Belgium 
would have been impossible, has been dis¬ 
armed. The industrialists, bankers and 
financiars who for four years collaborted 
with the Nazis arc the main supporters of 
the Pierlot regime; their support is rein¬ 
forced by British bayonets. The workers 
arc on the verge of open revolt. 

These are the bare fa as of the situation in 
Belgium. I he starving people arc submitted to 
a regime differing litde from that of the Nazi 
occupation. 

Pierlot & Co. Ltd. 

In 1940, at the time of the German advance 
through ihe Netherlands, Pierlot and his gov¬ 
ernment left Brussels hurriedly. Pierlot, as Bel¬ 
gian Prrnir Minister, called a meeting of his 
(,«b;nct colleague* at Bordeaux at the time of 
the French capitulation and announced that the 
government’s function had coded, resistance wav 
over, and ilie members of the government could 
reuse to private life. Before leaving Brussels, 
however, 'according to the Liberal Der inert 
Heart quoted by Tribune, 24/11/44) Pierlot had 
called together five financial leaders and in¬ 
structed (hem "to counsel the nation and main¬ 
tain production.” 

The meaning of the first half of this message 
u not particularly clear, but the import of the 
second half stand* out a mile Pierlot & Co. 
gave their blessing to the atUeburaUon of the 
Belgian capitalists with the Nazi authorities 
In July, I*>4 *i, the Pierlot set-up, complete 
with the gold from the Belgian National Bank, 
arrived in laindon They were immediately 
recognised by the Churchill government as the 
Government of Belgian fU*t*uoct" and were 
duly installed in lomdun alongside similar pup¬ 
pet chows (run other European capitals 

lake the rest they were given official iccep- 


the Four Freed, 
rest of the vs 


fortunately for Pierlot & Co., the reinstatement 
of their government was not one ox the aims for 
which the Resistance groups were fighting. 

“Liberation" & Hunger 

The advance of the Allied armies through 
France and Belgium during the summer and 
autumn was helped considerably by the activity 
of the underground forces in both countries. 
This fact is beyond dispute. 

In view of the facts stated above it is small 
wonder that after the liberation of Belgium the 
workers did not greet Pierlot and his fellow- 
exiles with any show of enthusiasm when they 
returned to Brussels. Without the threat of 
Allied intervention it would have been impossible 
for these gentlemen to "resume office". 

During the past few months the food situation 
has steadily deteriorated. The reactionary maga- 


war-machmc (and 
fat profit) in ihe 
nly hampered by 


®ort were unpn»ori«J of 


Divide & Rule in 
the Shipyards 

Merseyside. The transfer of labour from the 
lighter industries into heavy engineering and the 
shipyards is bringing to the forefront the ques¬ 
tion of women and other dilutees The unions 
contend that the women should go first when 
any transfers are made, and that dilutees should 
come under review later. The employers are 
reluctant to agree to this—mainly because if the 
skilled men are directed away they can nuintam 
a greater power over the semi-skilled workers 
with continual threats of dismissal. The result 
is that many skilled workers arc being trans¬ 
ferred away from their homes. Naturally, this 
is causing a great deal of unrest amongst regu¬ 
lar workers. Many skilled workers feel strongly, 
rightly or wrongly, that they ought not to be 
disturbed even if that results in dilutees being 
taken away and trained for a different class of 
work The unions merely tend to increase that 
confusion, borne unions demand chat women 
and other dilutees should be first lo go while 
other union* that cater for this class of labour 
are not in agreement Thu, uf course, makes 
the bosses gloat and say "obviously they are 
desirous of protecting their own members" The 
Ministry of Labour and (he busses are emphatic 
and refuse to meet the demands of the skilled 
union*. Thu business serves to expose the union 
racket and clearly shows the weaknesses of 
organisation which »c have always tried to 
point out. To meet this problem there is only 
on csolution and u is the only solution that will 
solve the post-war unemployment which is *1- 
icady being fell Worker* everywhere whether 
skilled or unskilled, arc workers and should re¬ 
main loyal to each other They should not 
allow the union* or the bosses to create arufiu*! 
differences. One tfupyarJ, one union, is the 
only method of organising 

Sunderland The bosses are quick to take 
advantage of any opportunity o! lightening their 
control over the worker* Since the beginning 
of tlu wax the sounding of worka-buzeer* has 
been banncJ under the War-time Control of 


the correct lime. 


zine Cavalcade (2 12 44) admits that: 

"Economic -condition* arc appiding and the 

Allies have a grave responsibility here.' 
and continues significantly: 

"The Belgian people must be tod it they 
are to be saved from political anarchy." 

The D-aiv Express (2* 11 44) states that: 

"Brussels people complain that they have 
not had their fat or sugar or meat rations 
for November, cor seem likely to get them 
this side of Christmas." 

As usual, of course, the workers and their 
families have been the one to sutler. The rich 
have been able to pay the high prices demanded 
for th feood obtainable on the flourishing black 
market. 

Small wonder that discontent has become in¬ 
creasingly widespread and has, during the past 
month achieved almost revolutionary propor¬ 
tions. Stakes and demonstrations by the work¬ 
ers and members of the resistance groups be¬ 
came an almost daily occurrence. Tribune re¬ 
ported recently that strong revolutionary syndi¬ 
calist groups were active in the reconstituted 
trade unions, and that their influence was spread¬ 
ing rapidly among the workers. 

Workers Disarmed 

In this situation came Pterlot's decree: the 
resistance groups were to hand their arms over 
to the authorities. The govenunnu obviously 
feared direct action on the part of the armed 
workers. 

Erskine, on behalf of British Impcrialucn sup¬ 
ported this decree, and ordered British tniluary 
police to stand by in order to assist the Belgian 
authorities. 

In spue of capitulation to Pierlot’s orders by 
the Communist and Socialist leaders many thou¬ 
sands of weapons were held by the workers 
On November 2Sih, P*crLot's government as¬ 
sumed open dictatorship. .All political meetings 
and demonstrations were banned and the police 


m France, the rests 
vra ted in the reguk 


that Bnush 
■skc -mkyvy 
sving Mews 

r workers in Brussels 
br i n g .s reported to lure 

armed workers and the 


On the same Jav i 
UUCP* wvxx useu to cm. 
of resistance members > 
for Brussels. 

Transport and 
out on strike ai 
taken place bet 


On Thursday. X. 
ptess reported that ti 
that a general strike 1 

Since then news c. ——-- .... 

fined to lengthy news-items about the pohrscai 

who apparently aun to up a Popular From 
government to the Bcoeea regime in 

Italy. 

This silence on die * 

Let there be no 
fought the Nads ai 
rades killed by She Gestapo, 
of revolutiessarv action. Fiif may xtrejuy uw 
beruM. 

I he Allied authorities have nude their 
position clear—to presene a* and order, 
that is to preserve the capitalist svsrcm. The 
policy applied in N Attica. Italy and 
France is to be repeated. Reaction is to be 
bolstered up by British bayonets. 

Our cask as workers, whether in uniform 
or overalls is clear. Our place is at the 
side ci our class comrades: our allies are 
the workers intematknalljr. Let us make 
sure that Churchill does not get avray with 
wars of intervention as he was alio wed to 
bv our apathy at the end of the last worki 
war. Hands off soaal revolution in Europe. 


The workers who 

many of their com- 
the rags 
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Without tat.ng an intolsrant attitudo tosardt 
drinking, smoking and dogs at paitm 
no.oithoisti significant that lha docorncaont na»o,” V" 
considorod thosa throa occupations as important' ^ 
stimulants for tho moral* of ktsa country, aad ha«« 
mada gmatar *ffo»ts to sacuro adoquato sappUas 
of boar and tobacco than tho* ha,* to t*cw?o r 
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l.Y h*' been L\xrated now for over a year 
n.' one "'Ad expect the blessings of Allied 
to ns .ike themselves felt, yet #11 
or out of the country show that tn« * |(|c 
ns there are catastrophic ’phK hl 

a- st ts shown in this cvH tntg ft |hf polish 
he Italian people, r* r «' v „^*«Jl the cano¬ 
es purposely avoid* ' hceause the re¬ 

condition* m It#»>;JjSf l5n«. 

„ ot the food interest by their 

Qrtece monopoK* 

man* nature Preu and of the people 

Ins reticence £ „„, a i,„n in Italy to-day is 
ssnsibk ft* (hf record of one year of 
" ',i record of complete failure 
nuwi'on is f#r worse than under 
Xi; political liberty granted to the Italian 
iie is mrefntlv limited as is shown by the 
Prr,, decrees. The Italian Government arc 
srt* in the hands of the Allies who arc at 

iv to impose Radoglio or veto the appoint- 
of Sfor/a as foreign minister. The ad- 

stration of the country is still » n the hands 
iscist corntpted bureaucrats; new laws can 
sc promulgated, epurations cannot be started 
out A.M.G.’s consent; the Italian army is 
by the same general* who led it under 
sm; in Rome the people starve while the 
ocmcy entertains Allied leaders at sumptu- 
banqueu. F 

TMmt Starvation Means 

he word starvation has been so cxtcnsivclv 
I since the beginning of the war that wc all 
r it with a certain callousness. Chinn starves, 
ta starves, Greece, Poland, Belgium arc starv- 
; that the Italian people should be starving 
well seems merely in the order of things, 
<ng in the general pattern of war and occupa- 

v Phis Intahstic attitude towards starvation 
most revolting and pernicious. The famine 
Italy, as the famine in India is a man-made 
nine which could be easily remedied if the 
*plc of the world were free to act in a natural 
d sensible way, Inflation and black-markct- 
ring could be stamped out by the spontaneous 
mm of ihc people if artificial rates of exchange 
tre not lixed by the Government and if black- 
arketeers were not protected by the police, 
aortage of food could be remedied by increasing 


ITALY TODAY-THE PRICE OF “LIBERATION 
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production (this would be possible if the farmers 
and peasants were given some help instead of 
being submitted to forced requisitions) and by 
imports if the usual red herring, shortage of 
transport, *va* not brought up to prevent any 
action being taken. 

Every man or woman should feel that starva¬ 
tion in other countries is his or her responsi¬ 
bility. It is with this in mind that wc quote 
some of the heart-breaking descriptions of starva¬ 
tion in Italy. The Italian people should not 
be pined but practical step* should be taken to 
help them. 

In Life, I‘>th June, 1944, a U.S. soldier des¬ 
cribes the misery war has brought to the people 
of a small Sardinian town: 

"Wc can’t help thinking unwillingly wc 
have helped bring this degradation to Borgo- 
vccchio. W’c can’t help feeling humble about 
the appalling job of repairing and feeding and 
cleaning that faces us. Wc know that so for 
wc hove not done nearly enough of this job. 

You catch the full impact of the town ns 
soon os your vehicle reaches the main square 
and is swallowed up hy its mobs of children, 
who run through the filthy streets like a rest¬ 
less swarm of minnow# in a muddy stream. 

They arc everywhere-in your jeep, in your 

pockets, in your hair. They are impudent 
little bandits who scarcely seem like children. 

What you see in their faces is clearly the 
imprint of war as if a bullet had left its mark. 
So many of them arc so unwashed, so snotty- 
nosed, so sore-ridden, so drippy-eyed (with 
little droplets of yesterday’s hardened mucus 
clinging to the comers and lashes of their 
eyes; with huge, open sores on their legs and 
arm* where the flics swarm unheeded) that 
when you do sec a child with o well-scrubbed 
face and the semblance of a clean garment 
you cannot help but wonder how high up in 
the Fascist hierarchy his father had been in 
order to wrest the precious soap." 

Starvation is accompanied, as always, by a 
great increase in prostitution. In the same article 


Dockors Strike in Protest 

against restrictions on their freedom 


On Monday. November 27th, 2,000 
dockers and stevedores at the Surrey Com¬ 
mercial Docks struck work over an issue 
which was deliberately distorted in the 
capitalist press. The men struck work to 
emphasize their refusal to use a new cover- 
cd-tn control point, the first covered build¬ 
ing to be opened in the Port of London area. 
Immediately they were attacked and ridi¬ 
culed in the capitalist press, which propa¬ 
gated the idea that the men had been given 
hrand-new sheds in which to work in com¬ 
fort and that the men had scorned this 
new-fangled comfort. A different picture 
is presented when one has conversations 
with the men concerned. 

Previously for fenerations, the dockers, 
their fathers and grandfathers, had stood 
around in the cobbled roads, wet or fine, to 
"prove attendance”, wait for work or draw 
their weekly pay. Now, in this enlightened 
twentieth century the bosses give them a 
covered shelter in which to assemble. The 
dockers took one look at the shelter and 


walked out. Their objections were heard 
on Monday but to reinforce their arguments 
they struck work for one day. The authori¬ 
ties will discuss the situation at the end of 
the week. The main grievance of the 
dockers was that in return for a little 
physical comfort they were forced to give 
up their freedom. They considered the 
control points to be like concentration 
camps. They felt that they were being 
herded into them like a bunch of sheep into 
a knackcr-housc. From a long and tough 
experience they know that the bosses never 
give anything away. If work was available 
for all the control-points would not be 
necessary. Within the control-point the 
dock bureaucracy could keep a more stria 
control of labour than was possible in the 
open streets or yard. When these moves 
arc seen in conjunction with a potential in¬ 
crease in man-power and mechanisation of 
the police force, it is obvious that the bosses 
arc making rapid preparations for the un¬ 
employed after the war. 


the U.S. soldier describe*. 

“One hoy of 9 years Is the most persistent 
and the most successful ton, judging from Ihc 
groups of the G.I.t svho engage him in serious 
conversation and then follow him lo the lowei 
end of the town where is sister, n prostitute, 
holds busy court. lie has a stump for a right 
arm, lust when our bombers hlastrd an 1m. 
portnnt coastal cilyt both his parents were 
hilled at that time. He now spends the entire 
day pimping about town for his sister and 
managing the line of soldiers that forms out 
side her doorway". 

This is not an isolated case; the Manchester 
Guardian correspondent reporrs an increase of 
prostitution in Rome and ihc anarchist paper 
Rivolur.ione Ubertaria, published in Southern 
Italy gives some arresting facts as to the extent 
of child prostitution. In one hospital alone in 
Naples 4,000 women affected hy venereal diseases 
were examined over a period of a fortnight, 
about half of ihcm were under age. In that 
hospital there arc girls contaminated and preg¬ 
nant who arc 13, 12 and even ten and a half 
years old. A girl of twelve had been admitted 
into a hospital suffering from injuries. She had 
been beaten up by her father because she could 
not earn more than 2,000 lire per day while her 
sister, fourteen years old, earned from 4,000 to 
5,000 lire. 

The Official Attitude 

It cannot be said that the Government in this 
country and in America nra unaware of the terrible 
conditions existing in Italy to-day. I he report 
of the Trade Union delegation who visited Italy 
during the summer of this year slates the facts 
very plainly. After pointing out that permit 
who have a job earn between 50 and 150 lire 
per day it goes on to say that "a very modest 
meal in a third-class restaurant costs between 
100 and 200 lire. Olive oil (an important com¬ 
modity for Indian feeding) costs 4 lire per litre 
when available and rationed. Black market 
prices range from 50 lire (Bari) to 550 lire 
(Rome)—a pair of leather shoe* costs between 
3,500 and 4,500 lire—any basis for social life 
of the population is lacking. The result is cor¬ 
ruption, looting and black-markct activities on 
a large scale, or starvation.” What arc the Trade 
Unions doing about these appalling conditions? 
They have a member in the cabinet, they have 
members in the House, have they registered any 
protest? The leaders have done nothing ns was 
lo he expected, hut the rnnk and file have done 
nothing cither, not a demonstration, not a meet¬ 
ing of protest has been organised. This to the 
shame of the British working class. 

The declaration by President Roosevelt and 
Mr. Churchill issued on the 26th September 
and which was interpreted as an “encourage¬ 
ment for Italy” docs not mention the terrible 
conditions under which the Italians arc living 
but envisages reconstruction of an Italian 
economy. This is not for humanitarian reasons 
but so that Italy can play a better part in the 
war against Germany. The declaration says. 
For military reasons we should assist the 
Italians in restoration of such power systems, 
their railways, motor transport, roads and other 
communications as enter into the war situation, 
and for a short time send engineers, technicians, 
and industrial experts into Italy to help them in 
their own rehabilitation”. Instead of devising 
means by which Italy can recover from the suf¬ 
ferings of war Allied statesmen only think of 
new ways of bringing her into the war again. 

U.N.R.R.A. has finally decided to send medi¬ 
cal aids and other essential supplies to Italy. 
The United States member of U.N.R.R.A. Ad¬ 
ministration Council at their conference In 
Ottawa recommended that help should be given 
to Italy partly for military reasons, partly be¬ 
cause Italy was a catholic country. This 


"humanitarian" said 

"It was md a question of lar 

Italian people hut to see that the population* 
are put info a stale ol repose be total the 
Army, The infant smttalitr in •« »o«* 

Ml per cent. I'.very tenth mitts or woman row 
pa*< on the street in Home will be a corpse 
before the end of the year Iff reminded the 
Council that Italv was the centre of the Catbn 
lie world. Hhould ILN.K.H.A. repress a laek 
of interest this fael would be communicate it 
far and wide to person* in *»cci*pt»-d area* and 
throughout the world." 

If Rome had hern the centre of the Moslem 
itt Buddhist world U.N.R K A would not have 
fell, compelled to help its inhabitants! 

The Myili the Freedom 

of TV Prtfsn 

In a country where people *tarv« there never 
I* any fr«*doffr«f the Press ** the Government 
ha* to take every possible step to suppress 
popular criticisms arid unrrst Officially the 
liberty of the Pres* has hern reintroduced tr» 
Italy bt/t in f(ct the decrees governing the 
Pres* which have become rflrctivr a* from lb' 
1st August, 1914, give power to prevent «t to 
stop any publication to the Prefettl (head* of 
the administration in a department, and to a 
Cornmlishm composed t,f officials, moo 0/ whom 
were appointed during the Mscist riglrm 

The decree state* that whoever wants to issue 
any publication, even if it is not a periodical, 
uftsi ask perm! ccn n> the Admit,.n ,n ,| tl, 


had 1 

of fl 
offltl 
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A # out m undo Writes 


As far as the Army goes, perhaps the two 
most significant events 0/ November were. The 
declaration by General Prskine that the Army of 
“Liberation” would be used, if needed, against 
the workers of Belgium; and the anti -Consr rip 
lion and anti-Governmcnt protests by the Cana- 
ditto soldiers. 

The first of these is conclusive proof—B any 
further proof were necessary—of the cold¬ 
blooded reactionary principles guiding the Allied 
leaders, in London, Washington and Moscow. 
Our glorious Liberating Armies arc not wading 
through mud and blood to free their brother- 
worker* of the Confluent, No I They arc there, 
like a huge aggressive police force, to keep the 
workers clown, and to help in the establishment 
of the brutal oppression of capitalist “law and 
order" again. Wc look forward to learning 
what soldiers think about this, particularly those 
serving with the British "Liberating" Army, 

The demonstrations In Canada are very inter¬ 
esting, loo. Wc all know the tough and ad¬ 
venturous spirits of Canadian boys ami therefore 
no one can accuse them of cowardice in wanting 
to remain in Canada. The fact is, that they, 
like many others, arc seeing through this war 
racket, only instead of taking it lying down, they 
arc putting their views Into "direct action" much 
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It offered to members of the Services et 
special retes 


Is. post free 
bd. post free 


Toko edvontaqo of this off or to Intre 
new rciadors in the Sorvleet 


to the consternation of high-up* m OfU*« 
Good for them I 

f hr follow,r,i il an ntmi from a hour tent 
by P M . a trano.an do serving with the W L A 

"/ have 6**11 roofing W-i CxitimwnUny and 
other of your puhlUatton* far about nin* month* 
nod during ihn period my attitude t-nrardt 'your' 
tenth hot developed froot a purely <0 admit, 01 
terest Into an interne detire to learn everything 
possible on A urn, hum, m at I" main myttlf 
more lit to enlighten the politically 'unconu tout' 
amongst my comrade* and lo take up the . hoi 
tenge ugaintl Tories, Soiialhlt and other thwlei 
of pohttee So longer will tt he 'your 1 hut ‘our' 
work. 

"We In the force* mutt reoliee that now. a* 
never before, mutt we stimulate interest in our 
view*. Now—before the lasft In the four*, 
realizing the ruling tlottei' gri n betrayal of the 
worker* of all notion*, link hard, into the abyi* 
of apathy and cynicism. Especially mutt we, in 
unit* 111 th ai mine, he prodigurui in our effort!■ 
for around U* are the young men whose strength 
and vitality are the life blood of a country, 

"for mi a lifetime liet ahead ft it to be a 
fife of Insecurity, oppression and uuput nation* 
atnm/ Or are we, the youth of the world, to 
realiie that happtneu lie 1 only in romrodethtp 
in a free community combined with tl trnie of 
duty to one another r And ho a ran this truly 
**i* t except in an anurrhUt to, iety’f to-day 
the world is lathing a religtou* iptrtt l et unto 
chiim he our religion, replacing the treed 1 of 
tupentitlrm and fear with our rational treed of 
Individual freedom," 

T hank you, Comrade H M , for a tine end In¬ 
spiring fetter, and welcome in the ranks of the 
anarchists, who are, II anything, .Social <a an- 
rnamlo.*, fighting always to free Immunity Irum 
the slavery of capitalism and religion. 


AMERICAN T.U. 

VANSITT ARTISTS 

American I-a hour has abandoned its hitherto 
consistent policy of ditleremiating between the 
Nazis and the German people and now demands 
stern punishment of the enure nation. 

Six hundred delegates of the Congress of 
International Organisations in the convention at 
Chicago yesterday side-tracked all other business 
to carry without a single dissentient vote a reso¬ 
lution calling for stem punishment not only for 
th e N azi high-up* and war criminals but for the 
German people thennekev "who must be taught 
that they shall atone for the crimes and horror* 
they have visited on this earth." 

Newt Chronicle, 25/11/44. 


MUTINY IN CANADIAN 

ARMY 

King's Regulation), were read to Canadian 
troops in Briu*h Columbia to-day, and the men 
(who urc demonstrating against conscription, 
were warned of the pcnalue* for mutiny and in¬ 
citement to riot _, 

This was announced in Ottawa, following 
reports that "operational authority" had broken 
down among one unit of Canadian defence 
troop* at Tcrraoc, British Columbia, and that 
the situation was deteriorating rapidly. 

A regiment of infantry from Saskatchewan, 
on draft fur overseas and scheduled to leave 
Terrace, remained in camp lair to-day under 
threat of armed violence by sinking home de¬ 
fence troop* demonstrating against conscription. 

i o-night'* aiuirniciit said that King’s Regula¬ 
tions were read to the troops at Terrace, and at 
Vernon, also in British Columbia 

The men were wwmed that they were liabk 
to penalties up to life imprisonment for inciting 
to not, and that they could be fired on for 
mutiny. 

Fay and allowances have been cut off from 
about 1,000 men who have refused to obey 
orders. 

The men at Terrace have declared a sit-down 
strike, with a demand that they be sent back to 
Qucbei 

Newt Chronicle. 29/11/44. 

GAMBLING RACKET 

The Cliurclie*' Committee Dambling states 
that touUsMior receipt* on 104 greyhound racing 
tracks in 1943 amounted n, at 

against fc4V,9HV,l 83 in 1942 and £36,417,779 in 
138. Bookmaker* upeiuting on iltcse hoik track* 
and 011 40 to 50 other* where there are no 
totaliMluri, the committee states, probably take 
at least the same amount 

A grand total of £ 120,000,(*«<» staked with 
bookmakers and (Ik toialisator is, the committee 
add. considered a conservative estimate of the 
betting turnover on dof-facing. In the London 
area, where racing took place on «»cnty tracks 
in 1943, the uualirttor receipts amounted to 
more than £28,700.000—nearly as much as the 
total for all the other tracks throughout the 
country. 

Mane hitler Guardian, 2 9/11/44. 


VOTE—WHAT FOR ? 

Mr. Harold Macmillan, head of ihe Allied 
Mission in Italy, is in London. In a week's 
time he hopes to be in Washington; then, in 
about another week, back in Italy. 

Mr. Macmillan had some shooting near his 
Sussex home over the week-end. To-day he 
started work again. . . . . 

1 asked him when he was last able to visit his 
constituents at Stockton-on-Tees. 

••I'm sorry to say that I have hardly teen 
them for two years,” he replied. Even before 
I went to North Africa I was so busy at the 
Ministry of Supply that auch visits were in- 

livcrung Standard, 27/11/44. 


LIBERATING = SCROUNGING 

Changes of Army slang mark changes In 
mood, and they usually tend as war goes on to 
become increasingly cynical. "Scrounge" in the 
last war, for instance, became “make” or "win”, 
and in the early stages of this war if you got 
extra leave or petrol or rations you were said to 
have "organised” them. The latest variant I 
have heard was in a conversation in o train 
where a soldier opposite said to his friend: 
“That’s a fine coat you have. Where did you 
liberate that?” 

Came. 

The New Statesman & Nation, 2/12/44. 


THERE AIN'T NO JUSTICE 

Pleading guilty at 
Salford yesterday fo 
{fKP stealing 28 pounds 
of coal, value Hd., 
CJxIV from his employ¬ 
er ers' prem iscs the 
jY) previous night, 
James Farrow (.33), 
a labourer of 
Charles Street, Pendleton, told the Court that 
when he got home from work he found his 
family burning old boots, because all the coni 
in the house had been used up and there was 



Through (hr Press 


ALL THE SAME 

Last night I attended a 
meeting of parents. Enlight¬ 
ened parents who arc wide 
awake on issues, etc., etc. 

Well a group of them were 
engaged in discussing why 
they were going to support 
Roosevelt and one was hold¬ 
ing out for Dewey. After 
listening to some pros and 
cons and finding nothing 
**u*iacory I asked one ol the Rooteveltians to 
read a speech. I had cut out all names aiui 
identifying remark* on several of the newspaper 
accounis of speeches. I asked But Dcwcyitc to 
read another such dipping. After reading ihc 
clipping I asked ifuni 10 past them around 
among the others. No one person agreed wiih 
hi* neighbour (or her neighbour; on llu- candi¬ 
date making ihc speech. 

1-ciur to The Call (U.S.A.), IJ/10/44. 

KILLING OF HOSTAGES 
THREAT 

General Laden ha* ihreauntd to execute five 
German hostage* for every French soldier killed 
by snipers or guerillas 

if u became necessary hostages would be 

taken (rum arming the prisoners captured by ihe 
French general’s division 

There is, however, considerable doubt whether 
such actum would be taken 

As was stated at Supreme licadquaiters 
earlier to-day, Allied forces were operating m 
conformity with the Geneva < invention, which 
prohibits prisoners of war being subjected to 
reprisals of this nature. 

Evening Standard, 1/12/44. 

General Lederc it using cxaoJy the Mine 


THEY ARE 



threats as ihc Germans used against mem¬ 
bers of the Maquis. 

BEVIN BOYS PLEASE NOTE 

The Mining Association of Great Britain 
(the owners’ organisation) is lo appoint a £2,090- 
a-ycar director of recruitment, training and edu¬ 
cation. 

Mr. Robert Foot, the association's chairman, 
aims at giving every new entrant into ihc in¬ 
dustry the opportunity to make mining a pro¬ 
fession and lo rise lo the highest technical and 
executive' posts. 

Newt Chronicle, 30/11/44. 


DIVINE INTERVENTION 

Mr < i)D/‘ lull, wh>t 
ever criticisms tnav be 
levelled against him, 
has never lulled to 
acknowledge Divine 
Intervention In this 
country’s aflalrs, es¬ 
pecially in limes ol 
crises. During this 
present war he lias 
often made reference 
to the fact In Its 
course, ouny articles and some books have been 
written around the suhiect. one of the latest 
being Gram's We Have a Guardian. Mr Dono- 
van t .ox, Editor of iho Hrioth Jformaopathic 
l eague's “Monthly letter," tell* a story new to 
us, the authority for which l* (lie oilier who 
was responsible for supplying the British Eighth 
Army in Egypt with water Here 11 is. 

Ihc Germans had smashed our centre and 
covered half the distance between Ale mein 
and Alexandria Rommell’i men could wr« 
Ihe lower* of Alexandria. For two years they 
had strived lor this. Now victory was in 



their grasp. Desperately our weary soldiers 
and a few remaining tanks sought lo slop (he 
German advance. The Germans were ncurly 
exhausted for lack of water—but a few more 
forceful fighting hours and Alexandria would 
be their*. Then a dust cloud arose—and the 
(hirst ol both sides increased. But the British 
held oil the (links until an amazing thing 
happened. Eleven hundred 0/ the ’Alt Light 
Panzer Division, some of Ihc iincst troops of 
titc Africa Korps, suddenly surrendered. 
1 heir tongues were cracked and black and 
swollen, f hey were crazy with thirst. What 
had happened lo tills line l»ody ol men? they 
hod been drinhoig salt water I I he previous 
day they had broken through Alumeut, For 
i t liQtiri they had been without water, Then 
iboy found a six inch water pipe line freddy 
laid lo supply our men with water. I luy 
shot hole* III It and greedily drank. I heir 
gtcal thirst prevented them from nothing in 
un<c that the water was salt. About a thou¬ 
sand men drank of this water before they 
realised its condition. Bitterly frustrated, 
they yet fought «u, but that salt drink was 
too much for them, and, when (he German 
tanks drew lank before (he resolute defence 
. • 

plrtcly brake, I liay could Imld out no longer. 

I hry crazed forward and surrendered, la gging 
lot water, even tearing the water bottle* from 
1 lie necks of the British soldier*. I lie men 
were crazy with thirst end the tide had trail- 
plelely turned and It has nry cr ceased to llnw 
ever since But why was (fiat water tall? 
f lie story Is a simple one. I h« pipe lone **,,* 
being tested hy ihc officer in charge, and he 
never used precious fresh water b,r testing 
purpose*. He used salt " 

Tomorrow, November, JV44, 


no wood left. 

"My mother was a bad colour, the ImJe Jad 
had corns home from sc hotd starved with cold, 
and rny wife fiad sprained her ankle," he said, 
"I had to get coal hy hook or crook. The coal' 
man only left two huge fast Monday, hot It was 
all gone because wc hud no gas or clove and 
ail the cooking has to be done on the tire. Wc 
have hud no hot water lor weeks." 

Detective .Sergeant Macpiiad said that when 
he arid utugher officer stopped Put row in u /Kiss- 
age he was carrying a shopping bag lull of coal 
and all his pocket* were stuffed with Coal. There 
was none in the coal cellar at hit home. 

The Stipendiary Magistrate, Mr. Y, Bancroft 
Turner, wjjo bound Yarrow over for nix months, 
said that any future case of coal-sirahrig would 
be dealt with severely, no matter how trying the 
circumstances. 

Mane heifer Guardian, 23/11/44. 
The capitaysu responsible for ihe poverty 
of ihc workers wili, of course, never be 
dealt with severely . . . at least not until 
the day of the revolution I 


FRENCH C.P. 


General <k Gaulle’s 
visit to Moscow, on 
the other ha rut, lias 
Induced ihc (lorn' 
rnunistt 10 take a 
much friendlier at¬ 
titude towards him 
than fat tore, The 
recent tension over 
die disbandment of 
ihc Patriotic Mili¬ 
tias has, to all in- 
anil purposes, faded Into oblivion; end 
1 ranmufiisi comment on General dc Gaulle's 
policy has again become cordial and at tin** 
even vmhuslaalc. 



The Observer, 26/11/44. 


• -I f’*". » rsfra.ai ej V ' >11', s f f fl If Ilf 

•uppuri a I every point the policy ,4 
the Krcmhn. Ort the day that Mr. Ghurdidl 
was in |*Mria the Humarnt,'* dally armf- 
foreign questions was mainly about the reuxas> 
•inn of "the fiwi*. -nd-.Wlei Fo„,gn Mimsfer," 
•tnd it hat devoted a must surprising amount of 
to Moouw's quarrel with !)«■ Persian 
Government, taking fm granted that nothing can 
r-c said In favour of the latter Such an atri- 
lude |oc* far to destroy tin. irnpressPm 
the dissolution ol the t.ominiern I h> Ytermh 
Communists’ habit <d excluding person* with 
futc’ign names and also, apparently, few, ir„iu 
prominent positions In the jwrty tugg.si* 
they are conscious of die weakness uf ii, Mr 
position In ibis respect. 

Munchtuer Guardian, / I'11/44, 
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WAR COMMENTARY—FOR 


Anarchis m. 9th DECEMBER, 1944 


Elvt ljmil Mark Notebook 

Our Itiilt'i's l iiiri Im“ WroiifJ 


Politicians and pressmen in the U.S.A. nrc 
perturbed at the ru*h of worker* from war job* 
Mich at »hclli and aircraft to job* promising at 
)c«m *omc little post-war prottpect. In this 
c<mntry too, though to g letter extent, the ruling 
clatt It warning ut not to be too complacent and 
hopeful about an early end of the war If 
Allied mitcalculation of the number of shell* 
and bombs required to subdue Germany results 
in a shortage of these, then we may expect an 
all-round condemnation of the workers for their 
foolish optimism. 

It i* true that last summer, as the summer be- 
lore, produced an unfounded wave of "over in 
u few weeks" brightness, but who originated the 
idea? The Idea was born in the unsteady brains 
of journalism and politicians, not excluding those 
of the highest rank. Never has any threwd 
calculation of the course of the war originated 
and been made public from that tource. 

The Prophet 

Consider the following, splashed on the front 
page of a Sunday newspaper with one of the 
largest circulations in the world; 

HOW LONG? 

Another 1H days says an M P. 

Prophesying the end of the war at an early 
date. Colonel Sir George Courthope, M P , 
aaid at Bexhill yesterday that his choice of 
date was the 31st of this month 
This gem appeared in the .Sunday Express of 
August Uih, 1044 and readers were invited to 
turn to page 4 for more prophecies by eminent 
people 1 And vime folk think the workers could 
not manage their own affairs without the guid¬ 
ance of such persons. 

Some think an M.P. who makes laws to 
i-ovcm our live* cannot he wrong and believe 
t ut a colonel who sends ut to death on the 
battlefield must be right, so that one who is 
both an M.P. and a colonel and a baronet for 
good weight must be bevond contradiction. But 
mrthinki the village idiot could have made a 
better—calculation—or at least have had enough 
sense to keep silent 


Office Workers Win 

Further new* of the Handley Page wages 
office *.t;.f| strike has rcochcd our paper Men 
and women wage clerks have received odvnnccs 
of from Is. 6d. to 15s. a week. The previously 
higher paid have received I he least advance, 
bringing n more equitable relationship among 
the office staff. 

We believe that the need of combination be¬ 
tween office and factory workers is better under¬ 
stood now and that the clerks will be more eager 
to UK in their defence those methods of direct 
action they previously despised. Best wishes. 

Draughtsmen Next 

From the snmc aircraft factory comes the 
complaint of designers and draughtsmen who, 
too, threaten nclion. The drawing office stall 
there is paid on a comparatively low wage scale 
which is augmented by a "production bonus" 
which rises or falls with the piece-work earnings 
of the factory workers. As this bonus is only 
paid on mnchincs over a certain number per 
week, and as production has now fallen almost 
to that number, the "production bonus” threat¬ 
ens to vanish. 

It may he templing to be offered a production 
bonus in place of a solid raise when production 
is high, hut second thoughts should reveal this 
as foolishness, for production is always at the 
mercy of the management and the Ministry. 
When production is reduced, the men and 
women with a flexible wage feel a considerable 
draught. 

Those on "production bonus", draughtsmen, 
clerks and storekeepers as well as machinists, 
rivetters and fitters who work on a piece work 
bonus system, should fight for a substantial 
wage increase. They should be able to make 
ends meet without having to rely upon extra 
earnings such as piece-work bonus or overtime. 

Don’t Rlnmc the Busmen 

I often sec prospective passengers running 
towards a bus stop after the bus has started. 
Waving hopefully to the driver they arc often 
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/ l/e Photo 

ursl workers; another member will be 
nd by the (Catholic/ Bishop; another will 
duel of the local carabinieri (royal 
and one will be the local chief of the 
.nation of the Department of Agriculture, 

let's look at this picture No Italian 
a* an clt-ued mayor Every community, 
or small, t* ruled by a government 
tee, wIkiIki under Muniolrni, Badoglio 
dm id. Tim* appointee* in die great 
y uf cates Ate Mill Fascist or pro-Fasciit, 
ertCAO vitu eorroponderiu have so often 


I hi- Carabiniere Still 'Diere 

rr% toe <h*u nsrniy jrc*xt Only tlie 

t admit u <i u> Uu» ovpi by Mu so dim and 
1 the S«r P'^moud The 


only tlie names 

{Continued from p. 3. col. 5) 
ncm (with the King'* son at it* head); that it is 
he leader* at the top who nominate them and 
hat therefore those new institution* cannot claim 
x> represent the wishes of the masses. 

An example of this ineffective whitewashing 
si the administration concerns the very impor¬ 
tant problem of grain collection. The Ameri¬ 
can I tody Worker pompously announced on the 
20th May, 1044. 

**f mi On Gallo, the new minister of Agricul¬ 
ture. and « Communist, is now pulling n re¬ 
markable grain collection into practice. It is 
going to undermine the whole social basis of 
fascism, and—what is more—will soon relieve 
the Allies uf ans need to send wheat to Italy.” 

Unfortunately for the Daily Worker the Office 
of War Informaunn Bulletin (10/5/44, publish¬ 
ed a detailed account of Gulin's scheme which 
Jar from justified the boosting Riven to it by 
the Daily Worker Thi* O.W.I. report is quoted 
m The Coll (14/7/44} with appropriate com¬ 
ments which we can't do better than quote cx- 
teoahnrtyr - 

“The fact i* that under Mussolini's fascism, 
ihs "People't Granane*” existed under the name 
of “Amvnaui" fwheal collections/. The Com- 
rmmitt paper s report indicairii that changing 
hi name will "undermine the whole social basis 
of faaesam"' But the "people" have a* little 
to tb> with the "gramne*" a* they had to do 
with the ’ ammant," which were controlled 
entirety by Masawdtni'* rxtn-circled g«.vcmment 
Thor “there thousand village committee*” of 
Golk>'i aft run a* undemocratic 

The Of I Bulletin at May 10, which evi¬ 
dently w»- uacd by the "Daily Worker" in order 
to mitlead rti reader*, rrponed that Gullo had 
ordered auch "advisory" committees (they are 
tut even action committees!) for the collection 

ig uf eight member*, with the mayor of the 


disappointed by hi m _ 
without them. Some take* 


continuing his journey 
the driver in particular and* t, WC "’ ° ,hcrs curse 
to any audience which T. Cn ,n « cncr ** 

I-ittlc do such pcrsons ny p a U r,^ m ‘; ,c ; ,, „ 

yo.r« ago busmen were much readier m ZY, 
for a galloping passenger (though obviously thev 
could nol wait for every late passenger or the 
bus would remain at one stop nil day). Now 
busmen cannot do this. The schedules—and 
each new one seems to be worse—do not allow 
this. 

When busmen strike against faster, nerve tear¬ 
ing schedules, passengers should remember this. 

Can’t Afford It 

The prospect of a post-war demand for a 
shorter working week docs not delight our 
capitalists—the radicals as little as the conser¬ 
vatives. Sccbohm Rowntrcc writing in the 
Evening Standard on the subject of the 40 hour 
week demand says that we cannot afford to 
reduce hours from the present 47 and 44 per 
week. This was exactly the cry of capital¬ 
ists who opposed the reduction of the working 
day to 10 hours for children in mills and fac¬ 
tories. “Can’t afford it". 

At present Britain has about five million 
men in the armed forces, about a million in the 
blown out Civil Service, a great host in N.b.b. 
and Civil Defence and many millions in war 
factories. That is, the vast majority of the 
working population is not producing one single 
useful commodity. 

Even in peace time only a minority is en¬ 
gaged in really socially useful labour. Capital¬ 
ists, landlords, parsons, bookmakers, politicians 
and the millions who arc forced to wait upon 
them produce nothing. 

In peace time, too, unemployment is often 25 
per cent, of the working population. But re¬ 
duce house from 44 or 47 to 40? “Can’t 
afford it.” SYNDICALIST. 


"There is a devil haunts thee in the likeness 
of an old fat man; a tun of a man in thy com¬ 
panion. Why dost thou converse with that 
trunk of humours, that bolting-hutch of beastli¬ 
ness, that swoln parcel of dropsies, that huge 
bombard of sack, that stuffed cloak-bag of guts, 
that roasted Manningtree ox with the pudding in 
his belly, that reverend vice, that grey iniquity, 
that father ruffian, that vanity in years ? Where¬ 
in is he good but to taste sack and drink it ? 
Wherein neat and cleanly but to carve a capon 
and eat it} Wherein cunning but in craft} 
Wherein crafty but in villainy}...Wherein vil¬ 
lainous but in all things} Wherein worthy but 
m nothing ?" SHAKESPEARE: Henry V. 



the: he al location 

PLAN (Continued from p. 1, col. 5) 

Our experience in the war has shown that “if 
you leave the line, you leave a gap in the line.” 
The bureaucrat in his luxury offices will pass a 
thousand sheep into their allotted occupations 
while haggling over the stubborn mule. “Where 
would we be if everyone made as much fuss 
over doing their bit as you do?” I was asked 
bitterly by a Labour Ministry Official into whose 
offices I gate-crashed. The more one insists on 
one’s rights (even if one has none), the more 
one disturbs the equanimity of the higher grades; 
the more one insists on one’s freedom. Stand¬ 
ing before the counter cap in hand the individual 
can do nothing. But one can hardly believe that 
those who have fought from the snows to the 
sands arc going to be deterred by a few moth- 
eaten civil servants with one foot in the grave. 

To demand demobilization, as the soldiers 
did after the last war, was the right course. 
They stormed the centre of London and de¬ 
manded that they should not continue their war 
service, scheduled to last till 1921. Even Mr. 
Churchill—the “old war-horse”, as Mr. Stalin 
called him—fled. No power could prevent the 
soldiers from having their way. The present 
war teaches similar lessons in the presecutions 


S U B S C R I R E R S 

PLEASE NOTE ! 

With this issue of "War Commentary" 
we are sending out a considerable number 
of renewal notices, in some cases to readers 
whose subscriptions have only just lapsed 
but in other cases to readers who have 
already received more than one renewal 
notice from us. 

That the latter are still receiving the 
paper is due to the fact that wo always 
hesitate before striking names off the lists 
because more often than not we eventually 
rocoive the renewals with apologies for 
delayl But the position now is that we 
have so much work to get through that wo 
cannot givo the time to sonding more than 
one reminder to subscribers. We there¬ 
fore ask for readers co-operation in this 
matter by (a) attending to their renewal 
notice right a way. (b) returning tho form 
with their subscription renewal and (c) 
noting clearly on the subscription form any 
change of address. By attending to theso 
three points readers will be making our 
work much lighter. 


(twi a* l<i,trat«<M. but failure lu mill ubiluui 
ImmI ilu,rl*|ci is n«l mu Mat of lib* ration , . . 
II *»« its (IhnIiui iu I’.uropv what we arc 
duiof iu flal*. then the fxavc is lust bclura 
lbs war is won.” I hi* is the opinion of an 
Allied oHkimI, as far as the Italian people arc 
ootMjrrncd tbm war Im been lost long ago, 
when ilia fall u! Mussolini simply meant a 
Jiang* of uniters for them liar only hope is 
that the mood of drtpait and cynicism which 
nude Italians write on the wall* "Demit with 
everybody" will change to one of sell -reliance 
and resolution t*> bring about a radical change 
in the economies! and political conditions of the 


HOOKS s 

Uerrard W insi itnivy 

tns+nrirs or industrial ma<* produett^, 
bnng t * <1gc . But thc*r phm«3ifc 
, hK scheme oi cii<n'te .. -;,K*r 


WINSTANLEY, in many ways 
his namr.Ku.7f 1 “venteenth century man, with 
««c v h C(Ulchcd in Biblical language and 


attempt to 
“nd establish “the New 


problems of to-day as the TclJtivcW 

EftL* trs?. c, r" «-^!c y w“: 

The world he lived in knew capitalism and 
industry only in their embryonic forms. Mining 
was practiced only io a small extent, and trans¬ 
port was sporadic and unorganised. The great 
economic factor was the land, which was still 
the chief provider of goods to satisfy the needs 
of men. England was virtually a self-support¬ 
ing country so far as food was concerned—and 
indeed contrived to maintain an export trade of 
agricultural products. Control of the land still 
meant control of the means of production and 
thus control of power. The Parliament defeated 
the king not merely by the zeal of its partisans 
and the wealth of the City, but also by the fact 
that it gained the allegiance or at least the 
neutrality of a large proportion of the small 
landowners and yeoman farmers. Its principal 
weapon against the defeated Cavaliers was the 
sequestration of their land. 

In such a society, where land was the means 
by which men lived and also by which lords 
ruled over men, it was natural that the poor 
man, the oppressed peasant or the landless 
labourer, should have seen his salvation from 
oppression and want alike in gaining the ntfit 
to work the land for his own benefit. The man 
who worked his own fields w . as 
and the lord who was deprived of the control 
of land would cease to have power over others. 
So reasoned the poor in Winstanley s day, and 
his view of social change was based on such an 
attitude. It was an attitude which has always 
been found among peasants struggling to free 
themselves from starvation. The country worker 
always realises that his own physical freedom is 
bound up with the liberation of the land from 
the hands of ownership and its dedication to the 
bearing of fruit for the benefit of all. 

Winstanley has been criticised because his 
view of society was dominated by a preoccupa¬ 
tion with agriculture. Yet, as we have seen, 
land in his day was still the main producer of 
goods and the chief buttress of power. To gain 
for the common people the right to work the 
land, and to deprive the lords of their usurped 
control of the land, was a direct and a realistic 
approach towards a solution of the want and 
social misery which were so evident at the end 
of the Civil Wars. Winstanley, it is true, did 


against strikers. Mass action has resulted in 
victories in many places, in spite of fines, im¬ 
prisonments and petty persecutions. Such 
action will be still more effective when the war 
bogey can no longer be brought out. No doubt 
there will be a fresh menace to scare people off, 
but having been fed on such grisly threats during 
the past five years, they may not so easily be 
deflected. 

Fight for Freedom 

The slave state will soon come into being if 
we fall into the habit of regarding "emergency 
powers” as inevitable. Resistance to conscrip¬ 
tion ceased in many Continental countries until 
revived during the Nazi occupation. Must we 
wait for the worst before arising? It has been 
suggested that labour gangs be formed particu¬ 
larly in agriculture and forestry, for those leav¬ 
ing the forces and war-wark, and one has first¬ 
hand knowledge that this is in store for us, those 
who have been temporarily directed there being 
but the first of the few. There arc a number 
of tricks that can be learned both from Nazi 
Silesia and Bolshevik Siberia, and the British 
ruling-class will not hesitate to use them. 

Mass action, individual resistance, and indus¬ 
trial struggle, will be a check on tyranny whether 
or not they arc successful in overthrowing it 
altogether. Those who doubt whether we can 
overthrow the Colussus of the modern State 
must at least sec that only the attempt to do 
so will achieve a leaven of liberty. In the course 
of that struggle those taking part will soon learn 
how to dispense with government and capitalism, 
how not to depend on leaders, and, in fact, how 
anarchism can work. 

The ending of the war will nol end the total 
mobilisation which the war has brought into 
being. It will not be brought to an end by the 
mobiliscrs, but only by the serfs. If they make 
a determined stand for freedom now, however 
successful or unsuccessful the attempt, it will 
hasten the time when the Great Men of to-day 
arc as relegated to the past as the Sultan of 
Turkey or the Czar of Russia or the Emperor 
of Austria—or even the Ducc of Italy, none of 
whom seemed likely in their time to be shaken 
from the seats of the mighty. The changes that 
will come about after the war will be terrific. 
Only by a decisive struggle for freedom can they 
be made changes for the better. 
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capacity of P rodl,c ' 10 " change in society must 
of power. Any ™ 0 h -, n £ c , r . Inn I tenure, 
h :vc been based on a cna .^, real'stic 

in insisting on this he was in « devote 

thin critics who would have , , () [ 

his attention to the hypothetical dev P • 
industry. Had the control of tile . 

vested in the people at a time when it was tnc 
chief form of property, there is little reason to 
doubt that the rising industries would have de¬ 
veloped in a similar pattern of organisation, 
c story °* Diggers’ attempt to colonise 
M. George’s Common is a familiar one and 
s«ms, perhaps, a fiui c pathetic and insignificant 
beside the larger social movements of the time, 
t is not, however, the Digger experiment itself 
that is important so much as the social insight 
and understanding which accompanied it and 
Thc^namnhl durin K the experience. 

„ X m hlcl5 ,s V ,cd Winstanley during the 
^nr«Pr,, f ,K o 8gC P r *Micc and force 

of P soSS fl h l reaso, J' cd a nd integrated body 
of social thought in which can be detected a 
conscious anarchist attitude. Property and gov¬ 
ernment, Winstanley saw clearly, were the chief 
soual obstacles to a harmonious relationship be¬ 
tween men. He saw through all the political 
pretences of his day, and called men to a moral 
and honest form of dealing with each other 
based on a community of work and goods. To¬ 
day his writings can be read with profit, for he 
expresses in clear and beautiful language the 
social problems which will be recurrent until 
human relationships arc based on a reciprocal 
freedom. Now, as then, "the old world is run¬ 
ning up like parchment in the fire", and for this 
reason alone Winstanley’s works have a claim on 
our attention, as the thoughts of a socially con¬ 
scious man in time of crisis. 

Until the publication of the book under re 
view, (Selections from the Works of Gerrard 
Winstanley, Cresset Press, 7s. 6d.), no adequate 
edition of Winstanlcy’s writings has been readily 
available in England. Godwin, in his History 
of the Commonwealth, treated Winstanley with 
unaccountable neglect. Bernstein (Cromwell and 
Communism ) and Petegorsky (Left Wing Demo¬ 
cracy in the English Civil War) tried to force 
his ideas into the straight-jacket of Marxist his¬ 
torical interpretation. Berens (The Digger 
Movement in the Days of the Commonwealth ) 
gave reasonably large extracts from the original 
writings, but his books has been out of print 
for thirty years. The Selections now reviewed 
includes all that is important among the Digger 
publications. Moreover, it is produced as well 
as a peacetime book, and, considering its low 
price, is certainly one of the best book bargains 
of the year. 

GEORGE WOODCOCK. 


THE WAR EFFORT 

The Government has issued a pamphlet which 
gives details of the war effort of the United 
Kingdom. It is a booklet crammed full of 
figures, graphs and diagrams on all aspects of 
war-time Britain, and to comment on all of 
the information would need a full length article. 
One small fact is revealed which is extremely— 
interesting. All industry is divided up into 
three groups, in order of their importance, and 
Group One contains the munitions industry. 

Group Two is entiled Principal basic indus¬ 
tries and services, while Group Three is the least 
important, and contains Building, textiles, 
clothing, boots and shoes, distributive trades and 
other services. It is very interesting to sec that 
drink and tobacco are contained in Group Two, 
and are therefore considered by the Government 
to be much more important than any of the 
trades listed in Group Three. 

There might be several reasons for this strange 
choice, perhaps the two most important arc that 
the government reaps £600,000,000 in taxes from 
beer and tobacco, and also that they realize that 
unless the workers can escape from their worries 
into the local pub perhaps they would not be 
able to put up with the strain which wartime 
conditions impose on everyone, and the workers 
especially. 
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